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What is SDSN? 

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) was commissioned by UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in 2012 to mobilize scientific and technical expertise 
from academia, civil society, and the private sector to promote practical solutions for 
sustainable development, including the implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement, at local, national, and global scales.  

 
The SDSN is governed by a unique Leadership Council, comprised of some 100 global 
leaders on sustainable development from science, civil society, business, government, 
and international organizations.  
The organization and governance of the SDSN aims to enable a large number of 
leaders from all regions and a diverse backgrounds to participate in the development of 
the network, while at the same time ensuring effective structures for decision making 
and accountability. The SDSN Leadership Council acts as the board of the SDSN.  
 



About the SDGs  
(Sustainable Development Goals) 

In September 2015, world leaders from 193 countries attended a special 
summit at the United Nations in New York to adopt Agenda 2030, including 
the Sustainable Development Goals (or SDGs). The 17 goals succeed the 

Millennium Development Goals, forged in 2000. 



SDGs & Four Key Principles 

①  UNIVERSAL 
②  INTEGRATE ALL DIMENSIONS OF SUSTAINABILITY 

③  NO ONE BEHIND 
④  PARTICIPATION OF ALL 



Why create a Sustainable Development 
Solution Network (SDSN)? 

Problems being addressed by SDSN 

Lack of 
Cooperation 

and 
Partnerships 

Lack of 
Expertise 

and 
Research 

Lack of 
Knowledge 
and Training 

Lack of 
Action 

Networks Research Education Solutions 



Activities 

The Plastic Busters initiative will monitor 
the impact and reduction of marine litter in 

the Mediterranean Sea and promote 
policies to reduce plastic pollution  

The Low-Emissions Solutions Conference 
(LESC) is aimed at problem solving, 

brainstorming, and global co-creation to inform 
nations about the latest technology 

developments 

The University of Siena looked 
for innovative ideas and 

projects related to the Agri-Food 
sector 



The 2017 #KnowYourGoals campaign, pioneered by the UN Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network – Youth Initiative (SDSN Youth), is a global 
initiative, that takes places between September and October, to empower 

communities to take ownership of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 
inviting local organizers, particularly young people, to raise awareness of the SDGs 

within local campuses and communities. 



SDSN Mediterranean 

The SDSN Regional Network for the Mediterranean (SDSN Med) is hosted by 
the University of Siena (Italy). The University of Siena has long-standing research 
and project activities in sustainable development with a particular focus on the 
Mediterranean. The SDSN Mediterranean will expand its activities to include inter 
alia: 
 
•  Regional and National Pathways to Sustainable Development: The Network will 

develop regional pathways towards sustainable development and assist 
countries/cities in operationalizing them. 

 
•  Teaching on Sustainable Development: Institutions in the region can collaborate 

to develop and improve teaching materials and courses on sustainable 
development through the SDSN’s education initiatives and in partnership with 
the Masters of Development Practice. 

 
•  Applied Research Activities: the focus on solutions will give rise to ideas and 

opportunities for applied research in the Mediterranean Region, which could 
take advantage of the global network of the SDSN. 

 



In 2015, the SDSN launched its official youth initiative (SDSN Youth) to empower youth 
globally to create sustainable development solutions. 

SDSN Youth educates young people about the challenges of sustainable development 
and creates opportunities for them to use their creativity and knowledge to pioneer 

innovative solutions for the SDGs. In addition, SDSN Youth creates platforms for young 
people to connect, collaborate and integrate their ideas and perspectives into national 

and regional pathways for implementation of the SDGs.  
 

Aims and objectives 
u Educate young people about the SDGs and lead them to pathways for achieving 

them. 
u Connect young people globally to exchange ideas, share experiences and 

collaborate to achieve the SDGs.  
u   Support young people in the creation and scaling of innovative solutions for the 

SDGs.  



Where to find us 

193 Countries 



A young Einstein once said,  

“we cannot solve our problems with the 
same thinking used to create them”  



Thanks for the attention 


